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SUB J : WHY PREMIER "FAN"RESIGNED 

SUMMARY. PEKING REVIEW RECENTLY CARRIED A LATE 1973 RED FLAG 
ARTICLE ABOUT AN ANCIENT CHINESE PREMIER WHO USED ILLNESS AS A 
PRETEXT FOR RESIGNING AND THEREBY AVOIDING A POLITICAL CONFRON- 
TATION WITH OPPONENTS OF HIS BOSS. DIPLOMATS AND JOURNALISTS 
HERE SPECULATE THE HISTORICAL FIGURE IS A STAND-IN FOR CHOU 
EN-LAI. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. DIPLOMATS AND JOURNALISTS HERE ARE TALKING ABOUT AN APRIL 26 
PEKING REVIEW DISCUSSION OF FAN SUL PRIME MINISTER OF THE 
CHINESE STATE OF CHIN FROM 266 TO 256 B.C. FAN'S ACTIONS SOUND 
STRIKINGLY LIKE THOSE OF CHINA'S PRESENT PREMIER. FAN 
FAVORED A CENTRALIZED GOVERNMENT, MAINTAINING THAT "ONLY BY 
STRENGTHENING THE CENTRALIZATION OF AUTHORITY COULD A RULER’S 
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MERIT. FAN ALTERED CHIN'S FOREIGN POLICY FROM ONE OF "ATTACKING 
THE DISTANT STATES AND KEEPING FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH NEARBY 
STATES" TO ONE OF "KEEPING FRIENDLY RELATIONS WITH DISTANT 
STATES AND ATTACKING THE NEARBY STATES." THIS POLICY, CALLED "FAN 
SUI'S LINE" IN THE ARTICLE, WAS "APPROVED" BY CHIN STATE RULER 
PRINCE CHAO. 

2. THE ARTICLE CONTINUES BY ADDING THAT "WITH FAN SUI IN HIS 
SERVICE, PRINCE CHAO WON VICTORY AFTER VICTORY." FAN, HOWEVER, 
"WAS ACTUALLY SITTING ON TOP OF A VOLCANO" BECAUSE THE "OLD 
ARISTOCRATS" WERE "STILL QUITE POWERFUL." IN THE FACE OF THEIR 
PRESSURE, FAN "WAVERED AND 'ASKED TO RETURN THE SEAL OF THE PRIME 
MINISTER BECAUSE OF ILLNESS."' 

3. THE ARTICLE ORIGINALLY APPEARED IN RED FLAG LAST NOVEMBER, 

AND WAS REPRINTED IN FULL IN THE NOVEMBER 14 1973 PEOPLE'S DAILY. 
MUCH LATER, ON FEBRUARY 25, NCNA CARRIED EXCERPTS OF THE ARTICLE. 
NCNA OMITTED ALL SPECIFIC REFERENCES TO FAN'S POLICIES (PARA 

ONE ABOVE), THUS OBSCURING THE IDENTITY OF THE PRIME MINISTER 
WHO HAD USED ILLNESS AS A "PRETEXT" (NCNA'S WORD) FOR RESIGNING. 

4. BY CONTRAST, PEKING REVIEW'S VERSION CARRIES ALL REFERENCES 
TO FAN CONTAINED IN THE ORIGINAL ARTICLE. BOTH THE TIMING OF 
PEKING REVIEW'S RELEASE, AND ITS FAILURE TO FOLLOW NCNA'S LEAD 
IN CUTTING OUT THE PASSAGES THAT SEEM TO IDENTIFY "FAN" AS 

CHOU, SUGGEST A CALCULATED MESSAGE TO FOREIGNERS (PEKING REVIEW 
IS NOT PRINTED IN CHINESE). 

5. COMMENT. THE PICTURE PAINTED OF "FAN" IS BASICALLY A 
SYMPATHETIC ONE. HOWEVER, THE ARTICLE SAYS PRIME MINISTER "FAN" 
RESIGNED RATHER THAN CONTINUE BATTLING "PRINCE CHAO'S" OPPONENTS, 
AND USED ILLNESS AS A PRETEXT FOR DOING SO. THE ARTICLE'S 
ORIGINAL DATE OF PUBLICATION MEANS THE CHINESE MAY HAVE BEEN 
SIGNALED LAST NOVEMBER THAT CHOU WOULD ADVANCE ILLNESS AS A 
REASON FOR RELINQUISHING SOME DUTIES. 
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